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Old Testament History – New Testament Connection 
 
 
 

1  God Chooses David 
 
 Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1-23; 17:1-58; 18:1-9; 2 Samuel 7:1-29; Luke 1:30-33 
 
 

2  The Word of God 
 
 Reading: Psalm 119:1-176; Matthew 4:4; 1 Peter 1:22-25; 2 Peter 1:16-21  
 
 

3  Solomon Desires Wisdom 
 
 Reading:  2 Chronicles 1:1-12; Proverbs 1:1-33; 3:13-26; 8:1-36; James 1:5 
 
 

4  Elijah’s Great Victory at Mt. Carmel 
 
 Reading:  1 Kings 18:1-46; James 5:16-18 
 
 

5  Daniel and the Hebrew Children 
 
 Reading: Daniel 1:1-3:30; Hebrews 11:34 
 
 

6  For Such a Time as This—God Uses Queen Esther to Deliver the Jews 
 
 Reading:  Esther 1:1-10:3; Revelation 12:1-17 (v15, v17a) 
 
 

7  Malachi—Behold I Send My Messenger 
 
 Reading: Malachi 1:1-4:6; Matthew 11:7-10; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 7:24-28 



Old Testament Review – Lesson 3 

 

 
Overview 

 

     The goal of this brief review is to highlight some of the major characters of Old 

Testament history.  Any biblically literate student of scripture should know each of 

these details. 

     As noted in last week’s overview Samuel served as the last judge of Israel.  

Sadly, during his ministry the children of Israel desired a king.  In effect they were 

rejecting the Lord’s direct rule and desired to be like the other nations.  Although 

Samuel objected to this proposition, the Lord instructed him to proceed and anoint 

Saul as the first king of Israel. 

     However, Saul soon displeased the Lord and was rejected.  The house of Saul 

would not be established as a dynasty.  Instead the Lord chose a young man named 

David to be the next king of Israel.  From his youth David loved the Lord.  The 

Lord knew David’s heart and consequently sent Samuel to anoint him as the next 

king. 

     In time Saul died at the hands of his enemies and David ascended to the throne.  

The Lord preserved David through all of his trials and established an everlasting 

covenant with him and his house.  The Davidic covenant is a major feature of 

Scripture as God promises a future kingdom in which his Son—a physical 

descendant of David—will sit upon the throne of David and rule the nations! 

     As you may know, the Holy Spirit used David to pen many of the Psalms.  

Perhaps he was the author of Psalm 119 which is the longest chapter in the Word 

of God.  Each division of this unique chapter speaks about the character of God’s 

Word and how we should relate to the truths contained therein. 



     While David was a man of war his son Solomon was just the opposite.  As 

David’s health began to fail he signaled to the nation that Solomon was his choice 

to succeed him.  David actually placed a number of things in motion to assure that 

Solomon would be established on the throne following his death. 

     The Lord blessed Solomon especially after he demonstrated a deep desire for 

wisdom to judge the people appropriately as he ruled over them.  The Lord was 

pleased with Solomon’s desire and answered his prayer.   

     Solomon became famous for his great wisdom much of which is captured in the 

book of Proverbs.  As well, the Lord blessed him greatly with material wealth.  

Until this day Israel has never seen such prosperity as a nation.  In fact, the reign of 

Solomon will never be exceeded in its magnitude until the Lord Jesus Christ 

returns to re-establish the kingdom to Israel. 

     Following the glory days of Solomon his son Rehoboam took the throne.  

Tragically, the nation experienced a great upheaval and was divided into a northern 

and a southern kingdom.  During this period of national history Israel saw both 

good and bad kings in both kingdoms. 

     The years of the divided kingdom saw the rise of the prophets who called the 

people back to the Lord.  Perhaps the most famous event during the years prior to 

Israel’s captivity was the epic showdown between Elijah and the false prophets of 

Baal.  In answer to Elijah’s prayer the Lord rained fire from heaven to consume the 

prophet’s sacrifice and turn the people away from idolatry. 

     Although there were pockets of blessing and revival along the way eventually 

both the northern and southern kingdoms ended up in captivity.  Foreign powers 

invaded the land and Israel lost her national sovereignty.  Following the fall of the 

southern kingdom a number of Jews were carried away to Babylon. 

     Daniel and the Hebrew children were a part of those living in Babylonian 

captivity.  Their faith was sorely tried immediately, but Daniel and the three 



Hebrew children remained faithful.  The details of how the Lord delivered 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace is one of the greatest 

demonstrations of God’s power recorded in Scripture! 

     The Lord remained faithful to Israel even while the nation lived in captivity.  In 

fact, the greatest challenge to Israel’s existence is recorded in the book of Esther. 

The detail of how the Lord foiled the wicked plot of Haman to annihilate his 

people comprises one of the great dramas in the Word of God. 

     The remainder of Old Testament history centers upon the great prophetic works 

of those who ministered before, during, and after the captivity of Israel.  Malachi 

completed the Old Testament canon some 400 years before the coming of Christ 

with an announcement that the Lord would send a special messenger to prepare the 

way of the Lord.  The silence between the testaments was eventually shattered by 

the thundering voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight!” 

 

Key Passages this Week 

 - 1 Kings 18:1-46; James 5:16-18 

 

 

Key Verse 

 - James 5:16b 

 

In what ways should we be encouraged by the example of Elijah? 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



Activity 
 

     In the space below attempt to list as many examples of answered prayer 

recorded in Scripture as you are able to recall. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

 

     For those students who desire to explore this section of Biblical history further 

here are a few links to interesting articles available online: 

 

Evidence for the Kingdom of David 

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2016/09/13/Evidence-for-the-Kingdom-of-

David.aspx 

 

 

Every Word Counts 

https://answersingenesis.org/the-word-of-god/every-word-counts/ 

 

 

 

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2016/09/13/Evidence-for-the-Kingdom-of-David.aspx
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2016/09/13/Evidence-for-the-Kingdom-of-David.aspx
https://answersingenesis.org/the-word-of-god/every-word-counts/


 

 

 

 
 

 

Name the first king of Israel. 

 
 

T   or   F God promises that the throne of King David is established forever. 

 
 

What chapter in the Bible is the longest and what is the theme of that chapter. 

 
 

Name the king of Israel famous for his wisdom. 

 
 

Name the king of Israel who saw the nation divided into a northern and southern 

kingdom. 

 
 

T   or   F Elisha won a great victory over the false prophets of Baal at Mt   

  Carmel. 

 

T   or   F Elijah was taken into heaven by a whirlwind on a chariot of fire. 

 
 

In what year did the Northern Kingdom of Israel fall to the Assyrians: 

 

A.  800 BC 

B.  722 BC 

C.  420 BC 

D.  650 BC 

In what year did the Southern Kingdom of Israel fall to the Babylonians: 
 

A.  330 BC 

B.  487 BC 

C.  586 BC 

Family Discussion/Devotion 

General Knowledge of the Old Testament 
 

 



D.  690 BC 

 

How did Nebuchadnezzar punish the three Hebrew children who refused to 

worship his false god?  

 

 

T   or   F Daniel compromised his convictions and ate the food of the king 

while captive in Babylon. 

 

 

What kingdom defeated the Babylonians? 

 

 

What is the name of the king who gave the Jews permission to return to their 

homeland and rebuild the house of the Lord in Jerusalem? 

 

 

What famous woman of the Old Testament was instrumental in delivering the 

Jewish people from the plot of Haman to annihilate them? 

 

 

Following their long captivity who led a remnant of the children of Israel back to 

Jerusalem to rebuild the walls of the city?  

 

A.  Hezekiah 

B.  Nehemiah 

C.  Malachi 

D.  Josiah 

 


